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PAGES Teacher Resources 
 

Shawnee, Ohio 
 

By Brian Harnetty 

 

August 10, 2013: Front of a building taken over by nature in Shawnee, Ohio.  
Photo by Ohio Exploration Society http://www.ohioexploration.com/shawneeoh.htm 

 

http://www.ohioexploration.com/shawneeoh.htm
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ABOUT THE WORK, SHAWNEE, OHIO 

Performed with sampled archives, field recordings and live musicians, Shawnee, Ohio (2016) critically 
engages ecology, energy, place and personal history to ask: What are the sounds of mining? Of fracking? 
Of a town fighting to survive after a century of economic decline and environmental degradation? These 
sounds are recorded as compositional material reflecting layers of history and memory in Appalachian 
Ohio. Shawnee’s history includes coal, gas and clay extraction, and the formation of early labor unions. 
The town’s downturn and partial restoration act as an ethos of the struggles and hopes of the larger 
region, now immersed in a controversial fracking boom. Shawnee, Ohio considers these histories, 
evokes place through sound, and listens to the present alongside traces of the past. 

Shawnee, Ohio is co-commissioned by the Wexner Center for the Arts at The Ohio State University, Duke 
Performances at Duke University, and the Contemporary Arts Center (Cincinnati). Shawnee, Ohio is a 
project of Creative Capital. It will premiere at the Wexner Center on October 27 and 28, 2016. It will be 
released on Dust-to-Digital Records in September, 2016. 

http://www.brianharnetty.com/recordings-1/#/shawnee-ohio/ 

 

Photo from Little Cities of Black Diamonds Archive 

 

 

http://www.brianharnetty.com/recordings-1/#/shawnee-ohio/
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ABOUT BRIAN HARNETTY 
 

 

 

A composer, artist, and writer, Brian Harnetty’s work connects sonic archives, performance, ecology, 
and place. Many of his pieces transform archival material––including field recordings, transcriptions, and 
historic recordings––into newly re-contextualized sound collages. For the past decade, this has led to a 
focus on projects with archives, including the Berea College Appalachian Sound Archives in Kentucky, 
and the Sun Ra/El Saturn Creative Audio Archive in Chicago. Harnetty's recent scholarly work is an 
ethnographic study of the historic, economic, cultural, and environmental sounds of Appalachian Ohio, 
informed in part by his family's roots in the region. Harnetty received a Ph.D. in Interdisciplinary Arts at 
Ohio University, and degrees in music composition from the Royal Academy of Music, London (M.Mus.), 
and The Ohio State University (B.Mus.). 

As an author, Harnetty has written for New Music Box, Experimental Music Yearbook, Sound Effects, and 
Cultural Studies. Harnetty’s music is on Dust-to-Digital, Atavistic, and Scioto Records. He has received 
support from Creative Capital, the Wexner Center for the Arts, Duke Performances, Contemporary Arts 
Center (Cincinnati), the National Performance Network, the Ohio Arts Council, and the Promusica 
Chamber Orchestra. His 2013 release, The Star-Faced One: from the Sun Ra/El Saturn Archives was 
MOJO Magazine’s Underground Album of the Year. A new recording based on the Berea Archives was 
released in 2015, entitled Rawhead and Bloodybones. Two additional releases are forthcoming: The 
Night is Drawing Nigh and Shawnee, Ohio, on the Dust-to-Digital label in Atlanta. 

http://www.brianharnetty.com/info/ 

 

  

http://www.brianharnetty.com/info/
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THEMES 
 

Creative representations of history 

Deindustrialization 

Depopulation 

Environmental degradation 

Labor 

Place 

Rural identity 

Voice and self-representation 

 

VOCABULARY 
 

Appalachia:  A cultural region that spans the length of the Appalachian Mountains, from 
southern New York state to northern Mississippi. The region encompasses all of 
West Virginia and parts of New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Virginia, Kentucky, 
Tennessee, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, and Mississippi. 

Archive: A collection of historical document or records in any media that provide information 
about an institution, place, or group of people. 

Deindustrialization: The economic and sociological process of losing jobs and activity associated with 
industry, such as the loss of mining jobs. 

Depopulation: The substantial loss of people from an area.  

Fracking: Another term for hydraulic fracturing, which is the practice of injecting fluid into 
shale beds at high pressure in order to access petroleum resources, such as oil or 
natural gas.  

Labor union: An organization of workers formed for the purpose of advancing its members' 
interests in respect to wages, benefits, and working conditions 

Sound art: Work made by artists using the primary medium of sound. 

Strip mining: The practice of extracting resources from the earth by removing the surface of large 
pieces of land.  
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LOCATING SHAWNEE, OHIO & APPALACHIA 
 

 

The Appalachian Regional Commission offers a suite of maps that address different sociological 
measures of the region, such as economic status, educational attainment, population, poverty rates, and 
income. These maps may be found at: http://www.arc.gov/maps 

 

 
 

  

http://www.arc.gov/maps
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ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS 
 

 

Photo by John Gentner/AP 

• “The Violent Remaking of Appalachia: When mining a century’s worth of energy means 
ruining a landscape for millions of years” Author Jedediah Purdy documents the way that 
mining, specifically strip mining, has changed the Appalachian landscape and adversely 
impacted the water table. This article was published in The Atlantic on March 21, 2016. 
http://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2016/03/the-violent-remaking-of-
appalachia/474603/ 

 

• “Fracking: Positive or Negative Impact?” A 5:27 minute video that discusses some of the 
benefits and dangers of hydraulic fracturing, also known as fracking. The video was produced by 
PBS for a high-school audience and is accompanied by a 3-4 part lesson plan that introduces 
students to the fracking debate and encourages them to research it and take a position in a 
simulated town hall meeting and in writing an editorial. 
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/spc/thenews/thesci/story.php?id=19828&package_id=3623  
The lesson plan for language arts may be found here: 
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/spc/thenews/materials/Fracking%20-%20.Gov%20-
%20LA%20Lesson%20Plans.pdf 

http://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2016/03/the-violent-remaking-of-appalachia/474603/
http://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2016/03/the-violent-remaking-of-appalachia/474603/
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/spc/thenews/thesci/story.php?id=19828&package_id=3623
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/spc/thenews/materials/Fracking%20-%20.Gov%20-%20LA%20Lesson%20Plans.pdf
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/spc/thenews/materials/Fracking%20-%20.Gov%20-%20LA%20Lesson%20Plans.pdf
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• Virtual Mine, a Second Life experience of a virtual mine and mining town developed by PBS to 
accompany their documentary, Deep Down. Consider having students engage with this virtual 
representation of an Appalachian town as a point of comparison for Shawnee, Ohio. Likewise, 
students can compare the impact of each experience on them as well as what they learn about 
place through these experiences.  

• “In the Virtual Mine, a complete 3D environment and game in Second Life, you clear land and 
blow up mountains; go through the town to turn off as many electric items as possible and 
reduce the demand; build a sustainable grid with solar and wind power terminals; and try to 
solve the power crisis in Maytown. The story unfolds in three chapters. If you are successful in 
solving all three problems, you will receive a ticket to the Community Jam, celebrating the 
culture and music of Appalachia with an old time music and square-dance party.” 
http://www.pbs.org/independentlens/content/deep-down_virtual-mine-html/ 
 

• PBS also produced a teacher guide to Virtual Mine and teaching with the PBS documentary, 
Deep Down 
http://deepdownfilm.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=151:teachersguide
&catid=38&Itemid=125 

 

  

http://www.pbs.org/independentlens/content/deep-down_virtual-mine-html/
http://deepdownfilm.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=151:teachersguide&catid=38&Itemid=125
http://deepdownfilm.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=151:teachersguide&catid=38&Itemid=125
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OTHER SOUND ARTISTS & MUSICIANS 
 

Janet Cardiff “Cardiff (b. 1957) has gained international recognition for her audio and video "Walks" in 
which visitors, while listening to a CD walkman or watching the screen of a camcorder, follow the artist's 
directions through a site and become involved in the stories embedded in Cardiff's recorded instructions 
and suggestions. Voices, footsteps, music, sounds of cars, and gunshots make up a fictional soundtrack 
to an actual walk through real indoor and outdoor spaces. Cardiff's works involve the conventions of 
cinema and science fiction and explore the complexity of subjectivity in today's highly technological 
world, where the distinction between sensation and imagination continuously collapses. In Cardiff's 
"Walks," characters narrate dream-like recollections of particular events and refer to the participant's 
physical surroundings. Shifting between past and present, memory and reality, Cardiff's stories become 
a manipulation of the "real" and of a participant's projections, fantasies, and desires.” 
http://momaps1.org/exhibitions/view/31  

For more detail regarding Cardiff’s Walks artworks, please see The Walk Book (2005). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Central Park in the Dark by Charles Ives https://youtu.be/34AqNvhBfVQ Arguably the first modern 
sound collage, this 1906 composition evokes a nighttime walk through Central Park that could have 
been taken 30 years earlier, before the arrival of industrial machines and sounds. The music quotes from 
other songs of the time, such as Hello Ma Baby (4:33 begins the quotation). 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_Park_in_the_Dark  

http://momaps1.org/exhibitions/view/31
https://youtu.be/34AqNvhBfVQ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_Park_in_the_Dark
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DOCUMENTARIES ABOUT APPALACHIA 
 

Harlan County U.S.A. “is a full-length documentary of the year-long 
strike carried on by the miners at the Brookside works in eastern 
Kentucky. It has flaws, some of them considerable, but it is a 
fascinating and moving work. Its strength lies chiefly in its ability to 
illuminate the peculiar frightfulness and valor of coal-mining, and 
made it clear just why coal-miners can never be rightly treated as a 
less than a very special case. 

Barbara Kopple and her photographers have got right inside the life 
of the miners and their families in their long struggle against the 
operators of the Brookside mine and its parent company, the Duke 
Power Company. It is a brilliantly detailed report from one side of a 
battle that caused one death, several shootings and a flood of violent 
bitterness; and that brought back to Harlan County memories of the 
much-bloodier coal strikes of the early 1930's.” 

http://www.nytimes.com/movie/review?res=9E06E4D7173CE336A05756C1A9669D946790D6CF 

• The Criterion Collection reissue of the 1976 documentary also includes a brief, but incisive, 
commentary on the creation and impact of the film by film scholar Paul Arthur. The commentary 
discusses aspects such as how the sound design, specifically the inclusion of many working class 
songs, depart from documentary conventions in order to heighten the emotional power of the 
film. 

https://www.criterion.com/current/posts/422-harlan-county-usa-no-neutrals-there 

 

Gasland “When filmmaker Josh Fox 
received an unexpected offer of $100,000 
for the natural gas drilling rights to his 
property in the Delaware River Basin, on 
the border of New York and Pennsylvania, 
he resisted the urge to accept. Instead, he 
set off on a cross-country journey to 
investigate the environmental risks of 
agreeing to the deal…. 

Part verité road trip, part exposé, part 
mystery and part showdown, Gasland follows director Fox on a 24-state investigation of the 
environmental effects of hydraulic fracturing. What he uncovers is mind-boggling: tap water so 
contaminated it can be set on fire right out of the tap; chronically ill residents with similar symptoms in 
drilling areas across the country; and huge pools of toxic waste that kill livestock and vegetation.” 
http://www.hbo.com/documentaries/gasland/synopsis.html 

http://www.nytimes.com/movie/review?res=9E06E4D7173CE336A05756C1A9669D946790D6CF
https://www.criterion.com/current/posts/422-harlan-county-usa-no-neutrals-there
http://www.hbo.com/documentaries/gasland/synopsis.html


10 
 

 

 

Mountaintop removal mine in Pike County, Kentucky just off U.S. 23. Photo by Matt Wasson, 
Appalachian Voices. April 19th, 2010. 

 

Black Diamonds: Mountaintop Removal and the Fight for Coalfield Justice is “an award-winning feature 
documentary exploring radical community resistance to the explosive rise of mountaintop removal coal 
mines in Appalachian states. The film illustrates in graphic detail the destructive effects of mountaintop 
removal seen through the eyes of local citizens, as well as national experts. Upon its release in 2006, 
Black Diamonds was the first comprehensive overview of surface mining practices from the 1950s to the 
present. The film's choice to place citizen's dramatic stories at the forefront in the on-going battle over 
Appalachia's mountains lead the Village Voice to call the film "Searing." 
http://www.blackdiamondsmovie.com/ 

 

 

  

http://appvoices.org/
http://www.blackdiamondsmovie.com/
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APPALACHIAN RESIDENTS REPRESENTING THEMSELVES 
 

Appalshop |  https://www.appalshop.org/media/ 

• Appalshop is located in Whitesburg, Kentucky and has been engaging Appalachians in the 
creation of place-based media since 1969. 

• “Appalshop films explore the culture 
and social concerns of Appalachia and 
rural America from the perspectives of 
those who have lived it. Our catalog of 
over 100 documentary films (with 40 
streaming online and more on the 
way!) represents the largest body of 
work of its kind in existence 
focused entirely on Appalachian 
culture and issues.” Among these films 
are work by young adults throughout 
the Appalachian region who participate 
in the Appalachian Media Institute, which may be of particular interest to high school students.  

 

Looking at Appalachia |  http://lookingatappalachia.org/overview 

• Founded in 2014 by Roger May, this crowdsourced project solicits photos from Appalachian 
residents in order to create an archive that counters the stereotypical images of the region that 
emerged as a result of Lyndon B. Johnson’s 1964 War on Poverty. The website states: 

In an attempt to explore the diversity of Appalachia and establish a visual  
counter point, this project looks at Appalachia fifty years after the declaration  
of the War on Poverty. Drawing from a diverse population of photographers  
within the region, this new crowdsourced image archive will serve as a reference  
that is defined by its people as opposed to political legislation. 

• National Geographic did an interview with Roger May in 2015 to discuss the progress of the 
Looking at Appalachia project: http://proof.nationalgeographic.com/2015/02/06/a-fresh-look-
at-appalachia-50-years-after-the-war-on-poverty/ 

 

  

https://www.appalshop.org/media/
http://lookingatappalachia.org/overview
http://proof.nationalgeographic.com/2015/02/06/a-fresh-look-at-appalachia-50-years-after-the-war-on-poverty/
http://proof.nationalgeographic.com/2015/02/06/a-fresh-look-at-appalachia-50-years-after-the-war-on-poverty/
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WORKING WITH ARCHIVES 
 

How to Teach with Archives 

• The National Archives has put together extensive resources for teachers that discuss how to 
teach with primary documents. The resources are primarily directed to historical inquiry, but 
history can form the substance or background of projects in many disciplines. 
https://www.docsteach.org/ 

 
• Teach Archives, a project born out of a partnership between the Brooklyn Historical Society and 

18 faculty at 3 Brooklyn-area colleges, offers many ideas about how to teach with archives. 
Perhaps most interesting for Pages is this article on incorporating archival research into place-
based learning:  http://www.teacharchives.org/articles/place-based-learning/ 

 

Archives with Appalachian Collections 

• Brian Harnetty, the artist of Shawnee, Ohio, used the Berea College Sound Archives to create his 
work. Parts of this collection are digitized and available to Pages students online: 
http://libraryguides.berea.edu/c.php?g=212838&p=1404103 

  
• Eastern Tennessee State University offers a library guide of their special collections of primary 

source material related to Appalachia. Some materials, such as photographs, news articles, and 
sound recordings are digitized and available through platforms such as Flickr and iTunes. 
http://libguides.etsu.edu/c.php?g=212143&p=1400174 

 
• The Little Cities Archive includes material about the history of the Little Cities of Black Diamonds 

area, which includes southern Perry, northern Athens, and eastern Hocking Counties in Ohio. 
The physical archive is located in Shawnee, Ohio but a portion of its collections are digitized and 
available online. The digital archives include the ability to see photographs, documents, 
artifacts, mining rosters, and more: https://littlecitiesarchive.org/ 

  
•  The Appalachian Center & Appalachian Studies Program at the University of Kentucky offers a 

substantial archival research module about the 1931-32 coal miners strike: 
https://appalachiancenter.as.uky.edu/coal-strike/archives-and-archival-exercise 

 
• The Ohio History Connection not only has extensive archival holdings, but it also has digital 

collections such as OhioPix—U.S. newspapers between 1836 and 1922, including 300,000 pages 
from Ohio—that make for a great start to writing and research: 
https://www.ohiohistory.org/learn/collections/digital-collections 

  

https://www.docsteach.org/
http://www.teacharchives.org/articles/place-based-learning/
http://libraryguides.berea.edu/c.php?g=212838&p=1404103
http://libguides.etsu.edu/c.php?g=212143&p=1400174
https://littlecitiesarchive.org/
https://appalachiancenter.as.uky.edu/coal-strike/archives-and-archival-exercise
https://www.ohiohistory.org/learn/collections/digital-collections
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RECOMMENDED READING 
 

Water Street by Crystal Wilkinson 

“On Water Street, every person has at least two stories to tell. One story 
that the light of day shines on and the other that lives only in the pitch black 
of night, the kind of story that a person carries beneath their breastbones 
for safekeeping. Water Street examines the secret lives of neighbors and 
friends who live on Water Street in a small town in Kentucky. Assured and 
intimate, Wilkinson weaves us in and out of the lives of Water Street's 
inhabitants, dealing with love, loss, truth and tragedy, as the narration 
switches from person to person and their remarkable, varied and authentic 
voices are revealed under Wilkinson's sure hand.” 

http://www.aebi-bio.com/books/water_street.htm 

 

Affrilachia by Frank X. Walker 

“Frank X Walker’s pathbreaking book of poems Affrilachia is a classic of 
Appalachian and African-American literature. Walker created the word 
“Affrilachia” to help make visible the experience of African-Americans living in 
the rural and Appalachian South. The book is widely used in classrooms and is 
one of the foundational works of the Affrilachian Poets, a community of writers 
offering fresh ways to think about diversity in the Appalachian region and 
beyond.” 

http://oldcove.com/projects/afrilachia-poems-by-frank-x-walter/ 

 

Trampoline by Robert Gipe 

“Dawn Jewell is fifteen. She is restless, curious, and wry. She listens to Black 
Flag, speaks her mind, and joins her grandmother’s fight against mountaintop 
removal mining almost in spite of herself. “I write by ear,” says Robert Gipe, 
and Dawn’s voice is the essence of his debut novel, Trampoline. She lives in 
eastern Kentucky with her addict mother and her Mamaw, whose stance 
against the coal companies has earned her the community’s ire. Jagged and 
honest, Trampoline is a powerful portrait of a place struggling with the 
economic and social forces that threaten and define it. Inspired by oral 
tradition and punctuated by Gipe’s raw and whimsical drawings, it is above all 
about its heroine, Dawn, as she decides whether to save a mountain or save 
herself; be ruled by love or ruled by anger; remain in the land of her birth or 
run for her life.” 

http://www.ohioswallow.com/book/Trampoline 

http://www.aebi-bio.com/books/water_street.htm
http://oldcove.com/projects/afrilachia-poems-by-frank-x-walter/
http://www.ohioswallow.com/book/Trampoline
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QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 

Sound and Place 

• What are the sounds of your neighborhood or school? How do these sounds change depending 
on time of day or weather?  

• What impression do we get of the city or its neighborhoods based on their sounds?  
• How does your favorite movie develop a sense of a place through its use of sound?  
• Some apps, like Sobo, allow you to record 6-second audio clips to send and share with friends. 

What kinds of clips would you share with your friends? How would you convey the sense of your 
life in Ohio in 6-seconds of audio? How would using just sound be different than making a Vine 
of the same length and including video? 

• What sounds do you anticipate hearing in Shawnee, Ohio? How do you imagine these sounds 
will be similar or different to the sounds you hear in your everyday life? 

• What do you think were some of the historical sounds of your community at different points in 
time? 
 

Listening to Archives 

• Find a sound clip in the Berea College Sound Archives that appeals to you. Imagine what 
happened before and after the recorded moment. Why do you think that this moment was 
worth recording?  

• How would you pick moments to record in your own life? What kinds of sounds and moments 
do you already record and who do you imagine listening to them? 

• What sounds from your life, neighborhood, or city would you want to preserve forever? How do 
you imagine people listening to these sounds in the future—on headphones, in immersive 
sound environments, or in some other form? 
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The People of Appalachia in Photos 

Below are some archival photos from the Environmental Protection Agency’s Documerica series, a 
photography project that the agency sponsored to document subjects of environmental concern in the 
1970s. Included are the original captions for the photographs, as well as the updated captions from the 
National Archives, which now houses the photographs. The caption from the 1970s is indicated as 
‘Original caption,’ while ‘Full caption’ denotes the current caption as used by the National Archives. 

Ideas for using the photos: 

o Have students imagine the inner lives of the people in the photographs: what are they 
doing? What do these people care about? How did they start their days? What do they 
want for themselves and for their families? 

o What are the sensory experiences of these people’s environments? What can students 
imagine smelling, tasting, seeing, hearing, or feeling within the person’s home? 

o What do we learn about the archivist and the archivist’s priorities from the captions? 
What changes would the student make to the captions to highlight a different aspect of 
the photo subject’s experience? 

 

You may also find the crowd-sourced photographs from the Looking at Appalachia project (discussed on 
page 11 of this packet) to be a good primary source for a contemporary look at the region. 
http://lookingatappalachia.org/  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photographer: Rebecca Kiger 
July 19, 2014 
Belmont, Belmont County, Ohio 

http://lookingatappalachia.org/ohio#/id/i8646597    

http://lookingatappalachia.org/
http://lookingatappalachia.org/ohio#/id/i8646597
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Mary Workman Holds a Jar of Undrinkable Water that Comes from Her Well; 10/1973; Records of the 
Environmental Protection Agency; Record Group 412.  

Full caption: Mary Workman holds a jar of undrinkable water that comes from her well, and has filed a 
damage suit against the Hanna Coal Company, she has to transport water from a well many miles away 
although the coal company owns all the land around her, and many roads are closed, she refuses to sell. 

[Online Version, https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/mary-workman-holds-a-jar-of-
undrinkable-water-that-comes-from-her-well, June 30, 2016] 
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Original caption: 
Martha Crider with 
her family and 
husband get ready 
to go to a band 
concert at the local 
grade school in 
Fierco, West 
Virginia, near Beckly. 
The town is divided 
between black and 
white populations by 
the railroad tracks. 
(Note: it is a 
commonlaw 
marriage.) 

Documerica 
photographer Jack 
Corn took this 
photograph in April 
1974, showing 
Martha Crider and 
her family on their 
way to a band 
concert at a local 
grade school in 
Fierco, West 
Virginia.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Full Citation: Photograph of a West Virginia Coal Mining Family; 4/1974; Records of the Environmental 
Protection Agency; Record Group 412. [Online Version, 
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/photograph-of-a-west-virginia-coal-mining-family, 
June 30, 2016] 
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Full Caption: Coal City Club in Coal City, West Virginia, a part of Beckley all of the men are coal miners. 
Note that some of them are "hunkering down" rather than sitting. This is a familiar stance to all miners 
who use this posture in the mine shafts which have low ceilings 

This primary source comes from the Records of the Environmental Protection Agency. 

National Archives Identifier: 556612 

Full Citation: Coal City Club in Coal City, West Virginia; 6/1974; Records of the Environmental Protection 
Agency; Record Group 412. [Online Version, https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/coal-
city-club-in-coal-city-west-virginia, June 30, 2016] 

 

 

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/556612















	ABOUT THE WORK, SHAWNEE, OHIO
	ABOUT BRIAN HARNETTY
	THEMES
	VOCABULARY
	LOCATING SHAWNEE, OHIO & APPALACHIA
	ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS
	OTHER SOUND ARTISTS & MUSICIANS
	DOCUMENTARIES ABOUT APPALACHIA
	APPALACHIAN RESIDENTS REPRESENTING THEMSELVES
	WORKING WITH ARCHIVES
	RECOMMENDED READING
	QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

